
Mitakuye Oyasin, my name is Lieven Cardoen. This grand 
adventure began in the night of October 9 to 10, 1976, 
at exactly midnight, after one of the warmest summers 
of the 20th century. The sun was in the fourth house, 
the house of family and Libra. The ascendant in Leo. 
Totally irrelevant projected information in a completely 
neutral absurd world. None of the now 8,102,869,100 
people on this planet knows why we are here or what 
we are doing. Not your friends, not your ex, not your 
enemies, not your mother, not your father, not your 
children, not your grandparents, not your boss, not 
Buddha, not Jesus, not Allah. Nobody. Let it go. Free 
will is an illusion. We do not choose our thoughts, we 
do not choose our behavior, everything happens at once 
and everything has already happened. There are only a 
few questions worth asking and the answer to them all 
is the same, namely love, the unconditional kind. And 
in this we are all connected to one another.

This dream of making an album began a little over 
two years ago with a crowdfunding at the City of 
Ghent. Coming up with rewards, recording a video, 
brainstorming an artist name, writing a text—and a 
month later everything was online. On March 30, 2022, 
the first order came in: a living room concert! Things 
got wild! The City of Ghent’s website crashed more 
than once under the flood of people wanting to be 
part of history. Two months later, on May 30, 2022, the 
last order came in and I had €8,259 to travel to Ibiza! 
Excuse me, to make an album! And all of it thanks to 
you! The next chapter could begin: finding a studio, 
finding a producer, finding musicians… And the City 
of Ghent’s website could finally go back to normal.

At that time, I was deeply immersed in piano lessons 
and music theory at De Poel in Ghent. One of the 
finest music theory teachers walking around on 
this planet, Isolde Van Der Goten, taught us the treble 
and bass clefs, unusual rhythms, singing, and above 
all—how to truly enjoy music! Thank you, Isolde, 
for those more than inspiring lessons. Isolde also 
passed me the name of a producer, Jonas Everaert. 
I reached out, sent him a few rough drafts of songs, 
and after two coffees at De Roos, Jonas agreed to 
produce the album! Not long after, I found myself in 
dunk!studios, recording the tracks to a click track.

A summer passed, and on October 17 and 18, 2022, 
two brilliant musicians came in to lay down the very 
first layer for the album. Lara Rosseel recorded double 
bass and electric bass, while David Broeders brought in 
the drums and percussion! I am grateful for their talent, 
and grateful they chose to use it on my album. I am still 
amazed at their creativity and the ease with which they 
shaped nine songs in just two days. Thank you, Lara 
and David, for approaching my simple, authentic songs 
with so much respect! Very quickly it became clear that 

this was going to be a top album filled with world hits. 
Hahahaha. When you choose to see only abundance 
in the world, you will only experience abundance. 
Learned from the very best. Hupsa.
Jonas Everaert is not only a producer but also a 
musician. And not just any musician. Piano, guitar, 
trumpet, double bass—hand him any instrument, and 
he will surely pull out a few beautiful notes. The greatest 
compliment for me was that he had so much fun with my 
songs. Just listen to the absolute world hits I Want You or 
Desert Blues. Even Bob Marley and Kurt Cobain could 
learn a thing or two! And so we continued along this 
beautiful path.

Amalia, we have known each other for 30 years, and 
our paths cross from time to time. Thank you for your 
friendship, your insights, your big heart, your inner 
emptiness, your intellect, and the path you walk. Thank 
you for lending your wonderfully beautiful voice to my 
album. Thank you for bringing the book Free Will by 
Sam Harris into my life. I need no more words. We are 
connected to each other beyond time and space. Are all 
in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars.

I met Olivier Vander Bauwede at one of the blues jams 
hosted by Guy Verlinde and Tim De Graeve. A wonderful 
person, full of positive energy, and an incredibly 
talented harmonica player. That was probably about 
fifteen years ago, at those first blues jams in the Hotsy 
Totsy, the Volkshuis, and the Damberd. Glorious times! 
And over the years, I’ve been able to watch artists 
like Olivier grow into some of the best musicians that 
Ghent, Belgium, and—let’s be honest—the world, have 
to offer. Thank you, Olivier, for sharing your talent on 
my album!

The debut album of Moosjer is here!

Orteke
Available on all streaming platforms
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The music was all set, but what about the artwork for 
this entire project? During the crowdfunding, I even 
made drawings myself for each reward. But for the 
album itself, I needed a professional! Enter Ward De 
Langhe. We met as colleagues at IndieGroup in Kortrijk. 
Ward is one of the very few developers I know who 
also cares about aesthetics ;-). And he’s really good at 
it! Thank you, Ward, for all the beautiful posters, album 
art, and cool music videos!

Where were we… oh yes, making the album. Of course, 
I contributed too. I played guitar, added a few solos, 
and of course—mostly sang! On the song Laat Ons 
Dromen, Jonas said, “Lieven, maybe we should actually 
pay some attention to the Dutch pronunciation now…” 
Hahahaha… A West-Fleming struggling with a g and an 
h—it usually ends up even worse. Anyway, listen to the 
track and let me know if it’s acceptable.

2023 arrived, and Jonas was busy turning countless 
knobs, adding filters, cutting out wrong notes, and 
performing other voodoo tricks. A bit of feedback from 
Augustijn, and the final touches were applied to the 
album. Somewhere in June 2023, the album was finally 
finished—a full year after the crowdfunding began! Not 
too shabby!

In the meantime, I also had a lot of fun giving the 
living room concerts across Flanders. I had sold them 
during the crowdfunding—ten in total. Such wonderful 
memories from those concerts! Thanks again to 

everyone who bought one. 

Now the other half of the work began. Promotion, music 
videos, posters, releasing singles, gathering email 
addresses, learning Mailchimp, applying for subsidies 
at Sabam… For me, it all started with a few Udemy 
courses: Adobe InDesign, Adobe Premiere, and Video 
Production Techniques. And thanks to Yves for lending 
me his state-of-the-art camera!
Nathalie Deschacht, a top photographer with an eye 
even more valuable than her camera! Thank you, 
Nathalie, for the photo shoots in Ghent and Abele, 
thank you for helping out with the recording of Lat Min 
Gerust, and thank you for the shoot at the Release Show! 
The photo with my youngest daughter above was taken 
by Nathalie! If you ever need a photographer brimming 
with talent, you know where to find her—somewhere 
in Kortrijk!
So I began learning about making videos. Many 
evenings in the summer of 2023 I spent up in my attic, 
working on the music video for Catch You In The Eye. 
I’m still proud of the result. That first release was nerve-
wracking. Setting up TuneCore properly, uploading 
the music video to YouTube, preparing Bandcamp, 
scheduling posts for Facebook and Instagram, drafting 
a MailChimp newsletter… And then, on Friday, 
September 15, 2023, the moment finally arrived: the 
release of Catch You In The Eye! Mahteh!

After that came the singles Lat Min Gerust, I Want You, 
Krupt Ut Je Bedde, and Desert Blues. In retrospect, I 
might have been wiser to also choose one of the Dutch-
language songs, like Laat Ons Dromen, as a single. I even 

had the wish to make a music video for every song… 
But it’s time now to begin a second album. I learned so 
much while making this first one, and there’s already 
material for another. I’m also taking Songwriting and 
Producing classes at De Poel in Ghent! Promising times 
ahead!
The final step on the schedule—and in hindsight both 
the most beautiful and the heaviest—was the Release 
Show. I had already emailed the Minard and Tinnenpot, 
but when I went to Campo Nieuwpoort to watch my 
daughters’ ballet performance, I was sold. A stunning 
venue. Raw. Rough. No frills. Pure. Real. That’s also when 
I discovered the City Day in Ghent, and the decision 
was made! At first it was going to be in September, but 
projects like these usually take longer than you hope 
:-). Together with Liesbeth, Jonathan, Tchi-Ann, and 
Karlien, I had to find a date that worked for everyone. 
And so it became December 7, 2024! 
Jesus Christ, what an organization. I’m never doing 
this again :-). Keeping an Excel sheet with ticket 
sales, hoping for a full house, arranging food for the 
musicians (thank you, Jozefien!), rehearsing a few times 
beforehand, making stickers for people who wanted to 
sit in the front or on the side, booking Barbier Pourbaix 
on Saturday morning, practicing No Diggity 300 times 
hahaha… In short, having to think of a thousand and 
one things and just hoping I hadn’t forgotten anything 
important.

Beautiful photo. Thank you, Nathalie. What an evening. 
What an evening. The day after, I crashed like a true 
rock ’n’ roll star. What goes up, must come down. But I 
loved every second of it. When I look back at the videos 
and hear everyone singing along to world hits like 
Krupt Ut Je Bedde and Catch You In The Eye… grateful, 
grateful, grateful. Thank you all for showing up in such 
great numbers. My apologies if the organization felt a 
little chaotic—I wanted to do it without Live Nation, 
after all. Still, I’m proud of myself that this actually 
happened. Back in high school, I didn’t even dare raise 
my hand to ask a question. On December 7, 2024, I 
stood on stage with Liesbeth, Jonathan, Tchi-Ann, and 
Karlien, performing for about 150 people! Crazy! Thank 
you all for making it an unforgettable night, there on 
that stormy evening in Ghent!
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Lessons Learned
What have I learned from making this album? The 
most important lesson is probably discipline and 
perseverance. Putting at least 15 minutes of work 
into something every single day can take you far. And 
enjoying the process. Also enjoying all the people you 
meet through a project like this. The lessons you learn. 
The experience you gain. The real gift is the people. The 
goal itself isn’t that important, nor even the path—it’s 
the company along the way that truly matters. Deep. 
You also need to keep moving forward, not looking 
back too much. In hindsight, you’d always do things 
differently. Forward. Accept. The second album will 

be different, because I’ve learned things from making 
this first one. Things I’ll do differently. Being in the 
zone—that’s by far the most enjoyable thing there is. 

Special Thx To
This is dangerous, because I will always forget people. 
And forgetting is never on purpose :-). But there 
is one person I want to thank with all my heart, and 
that is Niek Ghekiere. After my near-death experience, 
Niek gave me the chance to follow the most beautiful 
training of my life: Connected Living. The training 
went by many names. Over 32 modules I got to know 
myself, through and through—and above all, I learned 
to truly love myself. I was given the chance to scream 
out all my anger, dance all my joy, and cry all my tears. 
It’s crazy to see the person I am now compared to five 
years ago. You can’t make a leather handbag out of a 
plastic bag, but I’ve come pretty close. The journey I 
made over four years with Kiemkracht and Baskuul was 
so intense that I can hardly put it into words. Thank 
you, Niek, for giving me this chance. I grabbed it with 
both hands and gave all of myself to those 32 modules.

Of course, I also want to thank all the people I’ve met along 
my path in these almost 49 years. From every encounter, 
every friendship, and every relationship, I have learned 
something. Everything is a gift. The One Day Life.

Zomer 2025
It has been a very eventful year. Saying goodbye to 
many people and things. And also receiving a wonderful 
gift in return: an amazing partner. A beautiful woman. 
Wonderful—and a little bit wild :-). Thank you, 
Charlotte THY, for all your love and friendship! I made a 
fantastic ski trip with my two daughters, Romée and Odile. 
I was blessed to experience unforgettable ceremonies. A 
relaxing trip to Camping Kiwi. Thank you to my cousin 
Pieter for being a witness to each other’s lives for almost 
49 years now! Love you forever! Let the future come!

Nieuw album
Actually, I first wanted to call this album Greatest Hits, 
because it’s made up of songs I wrote over the past 
twenty years. I’m not the most productive songwriter, 
which is why I’ve started taking Songwriting and 

Producing classes at De Poel. I’m in my seventh year 
there now, and I’m hoping they’ll put me under a bit 
of pressure. We’ll see what that brings. In any case, 
it’s starting off well, because after just two lessons I’ve 
already written a new song. For my second album, I 
want to do things differently. More creativity in how 
the songs are built. Using pots and pans, a berimbau, 
street sounds, experimenting… trying to translate 
what I hear in my head into music. Something 
like that. Even fewer rules. Even more Moosjen. 

So folks. Free will is an illusion. Time is just an idea 
in your head. Everyone is responsible for everything in 
relation to everyone else. Consciousness is emptiness. 
We are all stories, and in those stories we are all 
connected. Mitakuye Oyasin. Only here on Earth do 
the rumors of free will exist. You don’t choose your 
thoughts. You don’t choose your behavior. Life is only 
here to be lived. Dance, weep, shout, marvel, throw 
yourself in, give yourself…

Romée and Odile, my beautiful daughters, thank you for 
everything I’ve been able to learn from you! I’ll love 
you intPo eternity. Thx Trui Victoor for bringing me 
into this world! Griet and Jef, nothing but love for the 
two of you. Isolde, Pieter, Ruben and Anouchka, thank 
you for your unconditional friendship! Family, friends, 
enemies, colleagues—from now or from a few lifetimes 
ago—you’re always welcome for a chat, a coffee, a 
bowl of soup, or to dance together!

Love Is All.

People overestimate what they can achieve in a year, but 
underestimate what they can achieve in ten.

Peace out.

Gent, 19/09/2025
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I WANT YOU
single out now
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new single OUT NOW
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